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e could debate who’s at 
fault in any number of 

gridlocks regarding any 
number of topics, for example, 
the president vs. congress and 
Democrats vs. Republicans. But 
we won’t debate.

The failure to compromise or 
even to talk to one another in 
those relationships, however, gives me the oppor-
tunity to apply this to other relationships in which 
we Christians find ourselves — within marriage, 
our congregation, our district and Synod. Who 
should go first in seeking peace in a conflicted or 
strained relationship?

I wonder what the Lord has to say about this. It 
seems to me the Lord would have us — you! — go 
first again and again. That is, be the first to call … 
to wave … to thank … to, well, whatever is called 
for! And here’s the really tough part — go first, 
even when the other person does not reciprocate 
with kindness the first time or any time.

Andree Seu Peterson wrote about “going first” in See MESSAGE, page 2

the March 9, 2013, issue of World magazine:
“ Going first is a concept, not an ordinal number. 
It doesn’t really mean a literal once-and-do-
ne operation performed at the beginning of 
an encounter, after which you may return to 
your usual sloppy modus operandi. … I started 
seeing all the places where I wasn’t ‘going first.’ 
When the kids haven’t phoned for a while and 
I felt bad. I heard in my spirit: ‘Go first.’ … When 
a friend didn’t wave in church, ‘Go first’ said not 
to assume she dislikes me, and to go up and 
say hello.’ ”

I think you can tell that “going first” goes against 
our sinful human nature. We feel we are right and 
the other person is wrong. And so we wait for the 
other person to apologize, to call, to offer the olive 
branch. But the other person, carrying around his 
or her own sinful human nature, is probably wait-
ing for you to do the same thing. Then, relation-
ship gridlock results.

Going first requires us to die to ourselves, to say, 
“Lord, I’m a poor sinner who wants things to go 
my way. I’m wrong to always want that. I deplore 
my selfish attitude. I confess it.”

Going first then requires us to let Christ’s forgive-
ness wash over us, to say, “Thank You for Your 
forgiveness in Christ. I surely don’t deserve it, but 
You give it to me over and over again. Strength-
en me, Lord, in Your love, and enable me to love 
others, to go first in seeking understanding and 
peace.”

You see, only a person who knows and experiences 
the grace of God can “go first.” Remember, God 
went first. He saw humankind’s dire condition in 
sin. God’s heart broke over this! But He did some-
thing about sin. He didn’t wait for us humans to 
get better, to come crawling to Him and admit our 
wrongdoing. No, He took the initiative. He went 
first. He sent Jesus into this broken world. Jesus 

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

‘I’ll go 
first’

 

“God 
went first. 
He saw  
human-
kind’s dire 
condition 
in sin. … 
He took 
the  
initiative. 
He went 
first.”
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paid for our sins, every single one of them. 
He gave us His Holy Spirit to reside in us, 
to guide us in our Christian living, to lead 
us in “going first.”

There are no guarantees that the other per-
son will receive you well when you are the 
first to call, or write or wave. But go first 
anyway. Without you doing that, the rela-
tionship may never get better. When you 
do go first in trying to restore a relation-
ship, that relationship at least has a chance 
to get better. God can do great things when 

you get the ball rolling.

Give it a try, again and again. And be sure 
to tell God “thank You” that He went first 
to love and save you. Thank Him that His 
“going first” now motivates and enables 
you to go first in, perhaps, saving an im-
portant human relationship.

Go ahead. Go first.

Serving Jesus with you,
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Romans 1:16; 16:25-27

What role does the conscience play in sanctifiction? 
How does God use our conscience to lead us to see our 
sin? How does a bad conscience drive us to God’s good 
and precious gifts? 

These are just a few of the questions that were an-
swered at the South Dakota District Higher Things 
Confirmation Retreat, held Aug. 9-10, at Divine Shep-
herd, Black Hawk. 

Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller, pastor of St. Paul, Austin, Tex-
as, taught and preached on the “Christian conscience.” 
Breakout sessions were taught on the resurrection in 
the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, and “Where do we see 
the Catechism in the Divine Service?” 

Games were played, S’mores were eaten, and chalk art was 
judged. Sins were forgiven in the Divine Service, God’s Word 

On Sunday, Aug. 25, Zion Lutheran Church and 
School, Rapid City, held a service of rededication 
and installation for the faculty and staff of the 
school. 

In addition to rededicating their returning teach-
ers, Zion welcomed two new faculty members. 
Jane Withee was installed as Zion’s new kinder-
garten teacher. Grace Weeks was dedicated as the 
new fifth-grade teacher. 

Rev. Paul Winckler, Zion associate pastor, con-
ducted the service of rededication and instal-
lation along with Rev. Bryan Meadows, Zion’s 
newly installed associate pastor. 

For more information on Zion Lutheran Church 
and School, please visit zionrc.org.

Youth enjoy Higher Things retreat

New school year at Zion

The Zion staff, from left (front row) Sharyl Drain, Hope Genzlinger, Ann Solinsky, 
Scot Dobbs, Krystol Frerking, Mona Drolc, Jane Withee; (back row) Grace Weeks, 
Natalie Graumann, Hanne Burke, Amber Birkmire, LeAnn Vogel and Becki Aker.

was preached into attendees’ ears, and His precious Body and 
Blood were received. 

Join Higher Things next year at a location “East River” for 
another confirmation teaching weekend!

Pastor Wolfmueller teaches the class.
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DECLINED
▶  Rev. Sean Daenzer, Trini-

ty/Peace, Great Bend/Bar-
ney, N.D., declined a call 
to Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/
Our Savior’s, Sept. 14.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Thomas  

Christopher, Trinity/St. 
Martin/St. John, Spen-
cer/Alexandria/Emery, 
received a call as pastor 
from Faith, Silver Bay, 
Minn., Sept. 29.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed  

Redeemer (associate)

Call Information

▶  Centerville/Hurley, First 
English/Zion

▶  Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/
Our Savior’s

▶  Hill City/Custer, Our  
Savior’s/Our Redeemer

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland,  

Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, 

Holy Cross/Trinity/ 
Immanuel

▶  Sioux Falls, Faith  
(associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion  
(associate)

▶  Spearfish, St. Paul

e are always in 
need of more 

submissions for The 
Lutheran Witness district 
insert. Why should you send 
them in? It helps remind us 
of what God is doing around 
the South Dakota District. It 
is also a way to share ideas 
for nurturing those God has 
already gathered into His 
church and for reaching 
those still outside of the flock 
with the Good News about 
Jesus. It finally reminds each 
of us that Christ’s Church is 
much larger than just our 
particular congregation.

We welcome pictures and 
stories of congregational 
events, youth events, out-
reach events, installations, 
events from your men’s or 
women’s group, servant 
events, conferences, anniver-
saries, church renovations or 

additions, and much more. 
If you would like an upcom-
ing event publicized, please 
make sure we have the infor-
mation at least two months 
in advance. 

If you have any announce-
ments, special events or 
human interest stories that 
you or your organization 
would like published, please 
send submissions to Vonda 
Sturzenbecher at  
vsturzenbecher@yahoo.
com. You may also mail your 
submissions to Vonda at:

8605 Woodland Dr. 
Black Hawk, SD 57718

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high reso-
lution.

The deadline for the January 
2020 issue is Nov. 15. 

Share 
your 
news 
with us!

Sioux Falls Lutheran School (SFLS) is pleased 
to share that paint, cabinets, cubbies and 
lockers were installed inside the educational 

wings of the new school building in September. 
Flooring and furniture were next on the interior 
installation list, to be done in October, while play-
grounds and the parking lot are next on the docket 
for outside. 

SFLS truly appreciates your prayers and support 
as it moves forward with the finishing touches at 
the  new school site. Please continue to join SLFS 
in prayer — for favorable weather in the weeks to 
come, which will allow students and staff to move 
into their new home later this fall. 

You are welcome to enjoy the gallery of construc-
tion photos at siouxfallslutheran.com/ 
construction-updates.

Sioux Falls Lutheran School  
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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With love from Lisa

We have seen these words for many 
years as the motto for the LWML. 
Sometimes saying it is easier than 
doing it. 

Have you ever planned an event in-
cluding all the details, made your list 
and arranged for volunteers, only to 
receive phone call after phone call of 
people canceling, not able to help? 
You were really looking forward to 
this event running smoothly, and 
now much of the weight of the event 
will rest on you. 

Your attitude changes from “We get to do this” to “We 
have to do this.” You ask “How am I going to get this 
done now?” Thoughts of regret toward the people who 
canceled begin to set in. Your heart is not in it anymore. 
It becomes a chore instead of an opportunity. 

“ Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow 
springs of life.”  
— Prov. 4:23

We are called to serve one another from our heart and 
not out of duty. We serve God by serving others, not so 
that God will love us and forgive our sins, but because He 
already does. It is a response to His love for us. No matter 
what disappointments happen as we serve, when we serve 
from our heart, good will flow from it.

This month, as we give thanks for all the ways God has 
blessed us, remember to give thanks for the Lutheran 
Women in Mission leaders in your church, zone, district 
and nationally. One way to do this could be that after you 
give your regular offering to your church, feed your mite 
box with a gift and say a prayer of thanksgiving for these 
leaders. 

Also say a prayer for the women in the pew, that they may 
know of Jesus’ love for them and have an open heart to 
grow in God’s love through Bible study and the mission 
work we do as Lutheran Women in Mission locally and 
globally. Let your prayers and giving be an offering from 
your heart and not out of obligation.

Let us live our lives in praise to the Lord! To God be the 
glory, great things He has done!

Joy in serving
“Serve the Lord with Gladness.”  
— Ps. 100:2

By Kay Nelson
District Heart to Heart Leader

In 2017, I, along with Louise 
Mwenda, who is Congo-
lese, became part of the na-

tional LWML Heart to Heart 
(H2H) sisterhood (my heritage 
is German/Norwegian). For 
2019, I applied with the South 
Dakota District LWML Board 
of Directors to be chosen for 
the national Heart to Heart 
Sisters leadership training. The 
district chose me, and for that 
I was extremely thankful.

When I found out I was chosen 
to go to Mobile, Ala., for the 
Heart to Heart Sisters leader-
ship training: I first thanked 
God for answering my prayers. 
I also prayed for God to help 
me with the process of starting 
this program in our district. 
The national H2H Committee 
served as instructors and the 
training was very informative. 
The 14 women attending be-
came very close friends.

In the next few months, I will 
share articles about the Heart 
to Heart program, and what 
it will look like in the South 
Dakota District. Your prayers 
for success are welcomed.

If you are interested in 
learning more about Heart to 
Heart Sisters, go to lwml.org/
heart-to-heart-sisters. If you 

What is the 

Heart to Heart sisterhood?

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

are interested in mentoring 
a woman in your area, invite 
her to a congregation, zone or 
district event.

The Heart to Heart Sisters pro-
gram is designed to provide:
v  Access: We share the LWML 

mission with women who 
are not familiar with the 
LWML, or have cultural or 
language barriers. We share 
the message that the LWML 
welcomes all LCMS women.

v  Inclusion: As we are inten-
tional about including every 
woman in the LCMS from 
every culture and language, 
our organization reflects the 
rich diversity of heaven. We 
make a personal commit-
ment to welcome all LCMS 
women and to go the extra 
mile to invite women to be a 
part of the LWML journey.

v  Active participation: We 
encourage each woman to 
use her God-given gifts to 
serve the mission of the 
Church. We can do this 
through the local, district, 
and international mission 
reach of the LWML.

v  Joyful service: We invite 
women to the LWML sister-
hood so that we encourage 
each other and together we 
serve the Lord with gladness.

Kay, left, 
is pictured 
with Louise 
at the LWML 
convention in 
Albuquerque, 
N.M in 2017.
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer
LWML District  
Counselor

Huron Zone report

GIVING THANKS 
when we worry

few years ago, 
when we 
were new to 

South Dakota, my 
wife and I were in 
Sioux Falls during 
a snowstorm. We 
stopped at a store 
and as I returned 
to the car, I tried 
to unlock the door 
and my keychain 
broke, and the key 
went flying into 
the snow. 

We spent the next several hours search-
ing for the key, but couldn’t find it. I 
called the dealership in Sioux Falls and 
discovered that they had no keys for 
my car in stock. I was panicking. How 
would we get home? Where would we 
stay that night? We didn’t even have 
proper footwear to trudge around in 
the snow as we had been doing.

What’s the answer to worry? How can 

we trust that God will provide for us 
everything we need? The answer is 
thanksgiving. The Apostle Paul wrote 
in Phil. 4:6-7:

“ Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and yours minds 
in Christ Jesus.”

Thanksgiving is the answer to worry 
because it points us to Christ Jesus. 
Thanksgiving reminds us that God 
hears us and cares about us. Paul also 
wrote in the letter to the Philippians: 

“ And my God will supply every need 
of yours according to his riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus” (4:19). 

Jesus conquered sin and death on the 
cross, in which He endured all of the 

suffering that we worry will be in store 
for us if we don’t fix what we’re afraid 
of. If Jesus died to save us from sin and 
death, He also will care for us in the 
trials of this life, both big and small. 

We know that we are secure in Christ 
Jesus. We know that absolutely nothing 
can separate us from the love and 
care we have in Him. The Holy Spirit 
replaces the worries of our hearts with 
thanksgiving for the many ways God is 
caring for us, even in difficult situa-
tions.

As my wife and I faced the prospect 
of being stuck in Sioux Falls without a 
car, I was worried and upset. But after 
a while, I was at peace because I knew 
that Jesus has promised to care for all 
of my needs. I was thankful that we 
were safe and warm and that we had 
wonderful Lutheran friends in Sioux 
Falls who came to help us. And I was 
especially thankful when, after one 
more search effort, we finally found the 
key in the snow.

Whether we face plenty or want, 
whether we experience peace and 
security or many terrible tribulations, 
we know that we have all that we need, 
because we have Jesus. We can do all 
things through Him who strengthens 
us, and for that we give thanks.

Giving thanks with you in Christ, 
Pastor Grimmer

On March 31, the ladies and several of their husbands — a total 
of 31 — met at Messiah, Redfield, for our annual Christian 
Growth Workshop. 

Rev Chris Navurskis, senior pastor 
of Mount Calvary, Huron, showed 
pictures and talked about his trip 
to Washington, D.C., in January for 
the 2019 March for Life. His wife, 
Miriam, and their three children 
also were joined by eight Mount 
Calvary members. Pastor Navurskis 
reported on the sense of unity of be-
ing there with tens of thousands of 
others who affirm life. He also talk-

ed about Vice-President Mike Pence’s well-received address. 

Pastor Navurskis visited with a woman carrying a sign which 
said that 16 million babies are aborted in India every year. He 
also expressed frustration that the media largely ignores the up 
to 300,000 people who march respectfully and politely in the 

cold every January. He strongly urged 
everyone to either attend these annual 
marches or sponsor someone else to go 
and support life.

The Huron Zone is responsible for 
cleaning the Puppet Place before each 
year’s South Dakota State Fair. St. 
John’s, Wolsey, was in charge this year 
and received help from some Mount 
Calvary, Huron, members.

Jill Johnsen
Huron Zone PresidentLC
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‘Wonderful witness’

The Puppet Place story this year during the 
South Dakota State Fair was on the Ten 
Commandments. It showed us the good way 
to live — God’s way to live. 

Moses narrated the story with his “Pet Rock” 
(the speaking commandment tablets). The 
show had two different families meeting at 
the rock and sharing their stories. The first 
family showed us the materialistic world of 
wanting more and not being content with 
what we have. The second family had a 
rock-solid foundation and lived for our Lord. 

The show at the Puppet Place, in its 47th 
year, was presented by Rev. Andrew and Lori 
Utecht and their sons, Isaac, Titus and Amos; 
Titus’ wife, Rianne; Amos’ girlfriend, Katie 
Wrege; Rev. Peter Utecht (Andrew’s twin 
brother) and his daughter, Kyra; and Donna 
Utecht, Peter and Andrew’s mother. Isaac was 
the illusionist before each show and provided 
a wonderful witness! 

Juggling was done by Pastor Titus, Amos, and 
Kyra. Balloon animals were made by Pastor 
Andrew.
Ann Cruse
VP of Gospel Outreach

As we look forward to the South Dakota 
District LWML Convention May 29-30 
at St. John’s, Yankton,  we encourage 
young women from across South Dakota 
to join us! An early-morning hike, Bible 
study at The House of Mary Shrine, and 
servant event at the Cramer-Kenyon 
Heritage Home are some of the activities 
that are waiting for you.

Start planning and encouraging young 
women (teenagers to age 35) in your 
congregation to attend!
Melissa Brock
YWR Chairman 

Young women …  
district convention 
has much for you!

State fair attendees learn 
about Ten Commandments

Rev. Andrew Utecht was the “bal-
loon master” for young visitors.

Isaac, Pastor Andrew’s son, was 
the illusionist during the puppet 
shows.

Special greeters made guests feel 
welcome to the Puppet Place.
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LCMS has life resources
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Life 
Ministry upholds the sanctity of human life at all 
stages. Through numerous domestic and international 
programs, LCMS Life Ministry supports and encour-
ages life “in the image of God,” through life-affirming 
programming, advocacy and teaching. 

The ministry coordinates the Synod’s presence at 
many pro-life events, including the National March for 
Life, held in Washington, D.C. each January. LCMS Life 
Ministry carries the banner that life is sacred and that 
all people matter to God.

Visit lcms.org/life.

By Rev. Dr. Alfonso Espinosa
Senior Pastor, St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church of Irvine, Calif.

The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod is defending 
marriage, life and the family! At 

the 2016 Synod convention, the LCMS 
ratified a seventh mission priority: 
“Strengthen and support the Lutheran 
family in living out God’s design.” Since 
that time, our Synod has vigorously 
pursued this vision, with the Board for 
National Mission generating policies to 
strengthen and protect mar-
riage, life and family. In time, 
the Office of National Mission 
will run with these and offer 
resources for our congrega-
tions and schools through their 
districts. Presently, we are 
looking forward to the upcom-
ing national convention as we 
prepare an overture that will 
further galvanize our commit-
ment to invest more than ever in 
marriage, life and the family.

Why the priority? Because 
within our culture, we find a 
wholesale acceptance of the belief that 
sexual intimacy and marriage are sepa-
rate considerations. We see the growing 
industry of reproductive options, genet-
ic manipulation and artificial intelli-
gence that violates dependence upon 

There is no 
life apart from 
Jesus Christ 
and to know 
His love is to 
walk in a life of 
love.”

LOVE DOESN’T MURDER
the Creator. We witness the priority of 
the “me” culture and personal space 
isolationism and how these innately 
militate against the family. We realize 
how the busyness, overwork and 
frenetic pace of our culture invites the 
enemy to detract from the family. We 
face abortion pills no longer enabling 
us to monitor actual statistics. We 
are confronted by gender neutrality 
completely undermining the biblical 
family. We experience how current 
cultural values completely discount, 

of rebellious children, the horror of 
domestic violence, the mistreatment of 
the elderly, the neglect of the disabled, 
and the abuse of children. We face new 
social and cultural groups in America 
upending the traditional role of family. 
We are impacted by the diversity of re-
ligion and worldviews within families 
pulling them apart. If there was ever a 
time for the saving Word of Christ for 
marriage, life and family, it is now.

I was blessed to have been invited 
to preach at the two Evening Prayer 

services that were offered at the 
LCMS Life Conference this past 
January. Both sermons were based 
on pericopes from 1 John, the “love 
letter” in Holy Scripture. Why 
this emphasis? These texts bring 
out that there is no life apart from 
Jesus Christ and to know His love 
is to walk in a life of love. Quite 
simply, such love does not murder; 
it does not hate. It is a love that lays 
down its own life in order to serve 
the lives of others. It is a way of life 
that refuses to close one’s heart to 
those in need. This love is precisely 

the love needed to serve the unborn, 
the weak, the elderly, the disabled, 
the despairing, the barren and the 
lonely. This love is the incarnational 
expression of Jesus Himself in a world 
that needs His light to permeate its 
darkness.

The Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa also 
serves as vice-chairman of the  
LCMS Board for National Mission. 

ignore and call irrelevant Christian 
values and life-long commitment. We 
see the disenchantment of younger 
people alienated from a church that 
does little to address the pain of di-
vorce, the pain of barrenness, the pain 

MARCH  
FOR LIFE  
2020
January 24,
Washington,  
D.C.
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Apply now!
1.  Scholarships, each in the amount of 

$1,000, will be awarded to at least 
one applicant from each district 
in the LCEF Central Region. The 
applicant must be a graduating high 
school senior or current full-time 
post-secondary student at an accred-
ited institution with at least one year 
of courses remaining. Candidates 
must also be members of a congre-
gation belonging to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod located in 
one of the following LCMS districts: 
Iowa East, Iowa West, Minnesota 
North, Minnesota South, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, North 
Wisconsin, South Dakota or South 
Wisconsin.

2.  The application deadline is Jan. 
31, 2020. Applications will not be 
considered valid unless all material 
requested is submitted in this online 
application.

3.  The scholarship will be awarded on 
merit and need, and distributed fol-
lowing successful completion of one 
semester (or term) at the accredited 
institution the student is attending.

4.  All scholarships are subject to 
confirmation that the recipient is in 
compliance with all rules, and that 
all eligibility and recipient require-
ments have been met as discerned by 
the scholarship committee.

Eligibility/Rules
To be eligible, a candidate must:
1.  Be a high school graduating senior 

with a minimum 3.0 GPA or current 
full-time post-secondary student at 
an accredited institution with at least 
one year of courses remaining and a 
minimum 2.5 GPA;

2.  Be in good academic standing as 
confirmed by uploading your most 
recent transcript verifying GPA;

3.  Be a member of a Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod congre-
gation in one of the participating 
districts: Iowa East, Iowa West, 
Minnesota North, Minnesota South, 

Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
North Wisconsin, South Dakota or 
South Wisconsin. Optional demon-
stration of financial need can be 
made by uploading a copy of your 
FAFSA Student Aid Report;

4.  Plan to attend an accredited col-
lege, university or technical school 
(post-secondary.) At the time of the 
award, candidates must be enrolled 
on a full-time basis, based upon the 
respective institution’s definition of 
“full-time” status;

5.  Upload an essay (.pdf or .doc format) 
of no more than one page, double 
spaced on the following:
 The Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund (LCEF) is a nonprofit, religious 
organization serving the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). 
LCEF supports the Church in 
fulfilling its mission of sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ by being a 
Christ-centered servant partner 
of the LCMS, ensuring that funds 
and services are available now and 
in the future. (Reflect on these 
questions) What do you like about 
LCEF’s mission, vision and/or the 

service it provides? Whose lives are 
being changed? What opportunities 
are there for you to be a part of it?

6.  Upload a high resolution photo of 
applicant suitable for promotion;

7.  Upload two letters of recommenda-
tion — one authored by the candi-
date’s pastor or a church leader, and 
one authored by a teacher. Each 
letter should be no more than one 
page, each double spaced.

8.  LCEF staff nor their immediate 
children are eligible. However, LCEF 
volunteers, investors and other 
LCMS members’ children are eligible 
and encouraged to apply. Incomplete 
applications will not be considered.

Scholarship Awards
The recipient of this scholarship award 
will be notified by Lutheran Church Ex-
tension Fund and a presentation will be 
given at the recipient’s home congrega-
tion following one successful semes-
ter (or term) of schooling. Funds are 
awarded to be used to defray expenses 
for tuition, room and board, books, lab-
oratory expenses, and/or other related 
educational expenditures.

Attention students: Scholarship available
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